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Coll  iei’’s 


OVflR  THE  LOG  CABIN  WHERE,A&RAHAM  LINCOLN  WAS  60RM 


DESTINED  TO  PRE3ERVETHE  VN  ION!  AND  TO  FREE  TH^SLAVb. 


4 GRATEijvL  PEOP|-E  HAVE  (lEDICAT^  THIS  A^EMORlAjl 
TO  VNlfv  PEAC4  and  BR^THERH<{)0D  AMqInG  THEst  STATES 


THE  MEMORIAL  TO  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

ERECTED  BY  PVBLIC  SVBSCRIPTION  ON  THE  SITE  OF  HlS  BIRTH  PLACE 
AND  CONTAININGTHE  ORIGINAL  LOG  CABIN  IN  WHICH  LINCOLN  WAS  BORN 


See  pa^e  lO 
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The  Lincoln  Centennial  Memorial 


The  Edifice  Practically  Completed 


OU'r  of  the  riiiiny  iiotahlc  ceii- 
teiiiiials  of  11)0!)  and  the 
world-wide  celebration  of  the 
Lincoln  ecntemiial  a year  ago,  there 
was  one  that  outlived  its  day.  that 
is  outliving  its  year,  and  will  outlive 
many  hundreds  of  years  to  come.  That 
was  the  centennial  celebration  at  the 
Lincoln  birthplace  farm,  near  Hodgen- 
ville.  Kentucky,  where  ex-Presiilent 
Roosevelt  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Lincoln  nieinorial  building  tliat  is  now 
practically  completed. 

This  memorial,  erected  by  The  Lin- 
coln Farm  Association,  is  the  expression 
of  the  reverential  devotion  of  over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thou.sand  American 
citizens,  from  every  State  and  Terri- 
tory, "’ho  have  become  members  of  this 
Association,  hy  contributing  twenty- 
five  cents  or  more  to  this  memorial 
W(*rk. 

Five  years  ago  this  little  farm  in 
Kentucky’s  geographic  center,  and 
within  one  Inuidred  miles  of  the 
center  of  population  of  the  United 
State.s,  was  neglected  and  weed-grown. 
Its  famous  "rock  spring.”  that  had  at- 
tracted Thomas  Lincoln  to  settle  there, 
was  being  trampled  and  broken  in  by 
stray  catth*  and  pigs.  Years  before  the 
Lincoln  birthplace  cabin  had  been 
moved  to  a neighboring  farm,  where  it 
was  used  as  a spring  house.  Later  it 
had  fallen  into  the  showman’s  hands 
and  exhibited  at  the  World’s  Fairs  at 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  UulTalo,  Nashville, 
and  elsewhere. 

In  the  firm  belief  that  coming  gen- 
erations, at  least,  would  be  grateful  for 
the  conservation  of  this  historic  “little 
farm  that  raised  a man,”  as  Mark 
Twain  calls  it,  this  birthplace  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  rescued  from  under 
the  auctioneer’s  hammer,  on  the  28th 
of  August,  1!)05.  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  The  Lincoln  Farm  Association, 
which  was  created  to  <lo  the  work  which 
is  now  happily  almost  done. 

Tl>e  old  cabin  was  restored  to  its 
original  site  on  the  little  knoll  above 
the  spring.  Afiidavits  as  to  its  authen- 
ticity were  taken  from  among  the  old 
settlers  in  the  vicinity  and  those  who 
had  moved  to  atljoining  States.  Tliese 
were  carefully  reviewed  by  Professors 
Hart  of  Harvard.  Adams  of  Vale,  and 
Turner  {>f  Wisconsin — ollicers  of  the 
American  Historical  Society — and  Miss 
Ida  M.  Tarbell.  Lincoln’s  biographer. 
They  agreed  that  the  logs  were  genuine 
beyond  a reasonable  doubt.  As  a result 
of  an  architectural  competition.  Mr. 
.John  Russell  Pope  of  New  York  was 
chosen  to  design  the  memorial  hall, 
which  shouhl  be  in  the  nature  of  a 
museum  to  house  and  protect,  as  its 
one  object  of  intere.st,  this  historic  log 
house. 

Despite  the  cold,  windy,  drizzling 
rains  that  spread  over  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky on  February  12,  li)09,  more  than 
ten  thousand  Lincoln-loving  countrymen, 
from  far  and  near,  trailed  with  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt  out  over  the  two  and 
a half  miles  of  muddy  road  that  lay  be- 
tween Ilodgenville  and  the  Lincoln 
birthplace  farm.  Here,  under  a huge 
circus  tent,  that  had  been  brought  down 
from  Cincinnati  by  the  Kentucky  State 
Committee.  President  Roosevelt  deliv- 
ered his  great  Lincoln  Centennial  ad- 
dress and  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Lincoln  memorial  building. 


It  was  planned,  at  that 
time,  to  iledieate  the  com- 
pleted structure  in  the 
fall.  President  Taft,  who 
is  a director  of  The  Lincoln 
Farm  Association,  himself 
set  the  date  of  dedication 
for  November  4 last,  agree- 
ing to  deliver  the  dedica- 
tory address  at  that  time. 
He  later  discovered,  to  his 
disappointment,  that  this 
llictcd  with  the 


TV.'O  MlLlj'ioyTH 


born  FEBRUARY 

TWELFTH  ElCHTftN  HUN- 
DRED AND  NINE 


FRECTEO  "TTH  APPRORRI- 
ATIOWMADlEYTHf  UC- 
laATURE  OF  tttNTUCK’l 
A»  THE  CONGfEU  OF  THE 
VNITED  TTATES  OF  AMERICA 
ANNO  DOMINI  MCMIX 


7^0  Be  Formally  Dedicated  This  Year 


Inscription  on  the  statue 
pedestal 


date  con- 
:ag(*ments  that  were 
made  for  him  on  his  tour  to  the  Pacific 
•States.  Because  of  tliis  conlliet,  it  was 
decided  to  postpone  the  deilicatinn  until 
some  time,  yet  to  be  determined  upon, 
in  the  current  calendar  year.  In  the 
meantime  the  contractors  have  prac- 
tically completed  their  work  and  the 
landscape  workers  are  now  doing  the 
last  “conventional  improvements”  to  he 
made. 

This  is  the  tribute  which  a grateful 
and  united  people  have  placed  upon  the 
rolling,  rustic  field 
tliat  has  laid  claim 
to  the  allVctions  of 
coming  generations. 

In  keeping  with  its 
story,  it  will  ever 
remain  a wild,  na- 
ture-free little  farm, 
with  only  about 
thirty  acres  out  of 
its  one  hundred  amt 
ten  under  the  plow. 

This  little  farm 
will  always  tell  the 
true  story  of  the 
humble  cradle-home 
of  Lincoln — thewild, 
free  fieliis  where  he 
grew  to  k n o w the 
trees,  the  birds,  the 
roadside  flower.s,  and 
tlie  moss-grown  hanks  of  the  brook.  It 
will  ever  tell  the  story  of  the  good 
countrymen  who  gathered  with  their 
sacks  of  grist  at  the  old  Kirkpatrick 
Mill,  and  the  brave  cabin  women  who 
knew  hotlj  the  musket  and  the  loom; 
the  plain,  neighborly  people  wliom  in 
his  youth  he  learned  to  love  and  whom 
in  his  life  he  learned  to  serve.  As  the 
emblem  of  the  neiglihorly  democracy 
which  these  pioneers  exemplified  and 
which  Lincoln  rellected  in  his  life,  the 
American  people  shall  cherish  and  pro- 
tect this  rough  little  frontier  farm. 

Tlie  press  and  pjilpit  and  the  teacher 
in  the  schoolroom  of  every  section  of 
every  State  in  tlie  Union  has  voiced  a 
welcome  to  this  national  object-lesson. 
Not  only  is  the  sight  of  tliis  hnndjle 


The  Weinman  Statue  of  Lincoln 
This  statue  faces  the  Court-House. 
The  Lincoln  farm  is  two  and  a 
half  miles  down  the  road  to  the  left 


cabin  home  an  inspiration 
and  encouragenient  to  every 
American  child,  but  since 
Thomas  Lincoln,  what 
father,  however  poor  his 
condition  and  heavy  his 
toil,  may  not  cherish  the 
hope  that  througli  his  hon- 
est labors  and  endeavor  his 
son  may  rise  to  the  great- 
est usefulness  and  highest 
iionor  in  the  world:  and  since  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  wliat  mother  maj  not, 
pondering  on  the  benignant  mysteries 
of  life,  breathe  the  faith-filled  i)rayc*r 
that  tlie  name  of  her  child  may  hecoiue 
very  blessed  to  her  country  and  her 
people. 

On  the  pediment  of  this  memorial 
building  there  reads  the  inscription 
found  at  tlie  top  of  page  (i.  On  tlie 
cornice  of  the  portico  is  chiseled  Lin- 
coln's imperishable  sentence:  "Witli 

malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for 
all.”  On  the  panels  on  either  side  of 
the  e n t r a n c e is 
found  the  sentence 
from  his  Peoria 
speech  of  October 
111,  1854;  -‘Stand 
with  anybody  that 
stands  right;  stand 
with  him  while  he 
is  right;  and  part 
with  him  when  he 
goes  wrong,”  and 
the  sentence  from 
his  Cooper  Institute 
speecli  of  February 
27,  1860:  “Let  us 
liave  faith  that 
riglit  makes  might, 
and  in  that  faith 
let  us  to  the  end 
dare  to  do  our  duty, 
a s w c understand 
it.”  On  the  inside  of  tlie  hnilding  there 
are  four  marble  panels,  carrying  in.serip- 
tions,  on  one  of  whicli  is  an  abbrevia- 
tion of  Lincoln’s  autobiography;  on 
two  otliers  are  placed  brief  biograph- 
ical sketches  of  Tliomas  Lincoln  ami 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  the  pioneer 
parents  of  Lincoln:  and  on  the  fourth 
are  placed  two  verses — the  fourth  verse 
from  Maurice  Thompson’s  “At  Lin- 
coln’s Grave,”  and  the  second  verse 
from  Edwin  Markham’s  poem  on 
Lincoln. 

At  the  ofiiecs  of  The  Lincoln  Farm 
Association,  74  Broadway,  New  York, 
the  records  of  the  Association’s  work 
are  being  put  into  permanent  form,  and 
the  list  of  members  of  tlie  Association 
are  being  catalogued  in  card-index,  in 


The  Log  House  Restored  for  a Gate  Lodge 

In  1844  the  Creal  family  moved  from  the  old  Lincoln  cabin  to  this  new  log  house 


which  form  they  will  pcnmincntly  rest, 
as  an  lionor  roll,  in  the  permanent  ollice 
of  the  Association  on  the  Lincoln  farm. 
Before  this  move  is  made,  however,  the 
Association — which  has  alrciuly  raised 
about  ?I20.000 — iiiU't  rai.se  about  §30.- 
000  more  to  complete  this  work. 

In  1844  the  t’real  family,  who  honght 
the  farm  from  Tlionias  Lincoln,  moved 
from  the  old  Lincoln  cabin  to  a new. 
and  at  that  time  pn-tentious,  log  house, 
wliicli  was  built  near  the  public  high- 
way. This  old  log  house  has  In'en  put 
in  perfect  repair  hy  the  Association 
and  will  be  the  picturesque  liome  of 
the  caretaker  of  the  fann.  Before  it. 
at  the  entrance  to  the  farm,  liiivc  been 
placed  two  heavy  gninile  blocks,  to 
mark  the  gateway,  while  the  corners 
of  the  farm  have  been  inarkeil  by  plain 
brick  posts  about  three  feet  square  ami 
six  feet  liigh,  capped  with  stone,  con- 
forming with  the  ohl  Southern  style  of 
marking  farm  uoundaries. 

A year  after  the  organization  of  The 
Lincoln  Farm  Association,  Mr.  Rohert 
Enlow,  a grandson  of  liincidn’s  nearest 
neighbors  a liuiidred  years  ago.  intro- 
duced in  the  Kentucky  State  Legisla- 
ture a bill  calling  for  an  appropriation 
of  .§10.000  to  be  expended  in  setting  up 
in  Tloiigeiiville  a worthy  Lincoln  me- 
morial. to  express  Kentucky’s  tardy  ap- 
preciation and  pride  in  her  greatest 
son.  Tiie  amount  called  for  in  this  bill 
was  rudely  quartered  before  the  bill 
was  passed.  Ex-C’ongressmnn  Daviil 
Smith,  of  Kentucky,  feeling  the  inade- 
quacy of  this  sum,  succeeded  in  getting 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $10,000 
from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  $2,500  more  was  added  by 
popular  subscription.  Tlii.s  was  put  in 
the  hands  of  a Monument  Commission 
appointed  by  Governor  Beckham,  ami 
Mr.  Adoljih  .A.  Weinman  was  selected 
hy  this  Commission  as  the  sculptor  to 
execute  this  Lincoln  .statue.  On  the 
31st  of  Alay  last  this  statue  was  un- 
veiled in  tlie  Hodgenville  Court-House 
square.  At  this  time  there  were  about 
10,000  visitors  to  the  little  city.  Colo- 
nel Henry  Wutterson  delivered  the  un- 
veiling luldress.  The  Hon.  Robert  T. 
Lincoln,  the  only  surviving  son  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  being  present  on  the  plat- 
form, while  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Helm,  the 
only  surviving  sister  of  All's.  Ahraliani 
Lincoln,  juillcd  the  silken  cord  that 
parted  the  Hags.  This  lienutifnl  and 
already  famous  statui*.  wliich  has  liecii 
widely  praised  as  the  best  portrait  of 
Lincoln  in  bronze,  could  not  liave  found 
a more  unlovely’  setting  lliiin  in  this  old 
and  much-neglected  Court-House  square. 
Appreciating  thi.s.  the  enterprising 
women  of  Lincoln’s  native  town  organ- 
ized themselves  into  what  they'  have 
called  "The  Ladies’  Lincoln  League." 
and  have  raised  about  $2,ni)0,  which 
they  will  expend  this  spring  in  l>ean- 
tifying  the  environs  of  this  statue. 

Since  the  centennial  celebration  of  a 
year  ago  it  is  estimated  that  nearly 
1.5.0IKI  people  liave  visited  the  farm. 
Several  schools  and  societies  linve  fol- 
lowed the  custom  long  established  at 
Washington’s  Mount  Vernon  home  of 
planting  a tribute  tree  on  the  groumls. 
These  planting  ceremonies  are  encour- 
aged by  the  Association  as  befitting  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation  of  the  nation's 
love  for  Lincoln  and  our  loyalty  to  the 
united  country  which  he  lived  to  save. 


CENTENNIAL  THE  LINCOLN  CENTENNIAL  MEMORIAL 


